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ABSTRACT
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An analysis of the space transportation system
candidates for the 70's and 80's has been started, based on
the premise that the space shuttle must be viewed as part of
the total transportation system, rather than an isolated
element. The intent was to re-examine the current commitment
to an all-up development of a two stage fully recoverable
lifting body shuttle. This document is a status report for
the study and presents some conclusions based on results from
early portions of the study. The final study results will be
documented later.

The report is given here as a status briefing, using
ew—-graphs and asscciated text.

Results indicate that many shuttle configuration
concepts have yet to be explored, and many of these promise
advantages of one kind or another over the current shuttle
configuration. In addition, treating the shuttle as part of
the total transportation system has far-reaching effects.
Principal among these is the strong indication that evolu-
tionary shuttle development is, in many cases a graceful and
flexible approach to the shuttle program.
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